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factors compared with patients in ICU, the reduced resis-
tance to antibiotics can be explained.
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2010.02.1558
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Extended spectrum -lactamase production at the Komfo
Anokye Teaching Hospital, Kumasi, Ghana
Y. Adu-Sarkodie
School of Medical Sciences, KUMASI, Ghana
Background: In recent times enterobacteriaceae iso-
lated at the Komfo Anokye TeachingHospital (KATH) have
shown signiﬁcant resistance to 2nd and 3rd generation
cephalosporins. In 2006, 18-32% of all enterobacteriaceae
isolated from urine and blood were resistant to the
cephalosporins cefuroxime, ceftriaxone, ceftazidime and
cefotaxime. These antibiotics are the mainstay for the
treatment of severe infections in the hospital. Microbial
resistance to these antibiotics if due to the production
of Extended spectrum -lactamases (ESBL) may also indi-
cate resistance to the ﬂuoroquinolones, aminoglycosides
and other antibiotics. This limits therapeutic options for the
treatment of severe infections. We studied the extent of
ESBL production amongst Klebsiella sp and E. Coli at KATH.
Methods: ESBL production in 300 non-selected, non-
duplicate isolates of Klebesiella sp and E.coli obtained from
blood, urine, wounds, and sputum of both in-patients and
out-patients was determined by the combined disc method
using ceftazidime, ceftriaxone and cefpodoxime discs singly
and in combination with clavulanic acid.
Results: 44% and 55% respectively of E.coli and Kleb-
siella sp (57.8% K.pneumo,) were ESBL producers. ESBL
production in the organisms was commoner in in-patients
(75.4%) than out-patients (24.6%), though not statistically
signiﬁcant (OR=1.40, 95% CI 0.79-2.46, p=0.31). In gen-
eral, ESBL producing organisms apart from being resistant
to cephalosporins were also resistant to gentamicin and
ciproﬂoxacin. They were however susceptible to the car-
bapenems.
Conclusion: The high level of ESBL production found in
these enterobacteriaceae with the resultant microbial resis-
tance to available cephalosporins and other agents implies
difﬁculties with the choice of therapeutic options for the
treatment of severe infections. Carbapenems are expen-
sive on the Ghanaian market and their use in non-severe
infections (as may be suggested by these results) may be
inappropriate. Both prescribers and pharmaceutical agents
will need to reﬂect soberly on their contribution to this sor-
did state of affairs. We need to put an end to our practice
of cracking nuts with sledge hammers!
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ntimicrobial susceptibility proﬁle of Pseudomonas
eruginosa strains isolated at a tertiarycare University
ospital (S. Orsola Hospital, Bologna, Italy)
. Manfredi
University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy
Background: The increased rate of antimicrobial resis-
ance among Gram-negative bacilli and Enterobacteriaceae
s a general concern,especially in the hospital setting.A
rospective microbiological monitoring including a contin-
ed surveillance of antimicrobial susceptibility rates of all
elevant pathogens,is ongoing at our Hospital.
Methods: The temporal variations of in vitro antimicro-
ial sensitivity rates were registered at quarterly intervals
or all suitable Pseudomonas aeruginosa strains,during the
ear 2008.The same pathogen cultured more than once from
he same patient within one month,has been considered
nce.
Results: Among Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolates
494 strains tested on the whole), the best perfor-
ance was obtained by the old colistin (colimycin),with
100% susceptibility rate, followed by piperacillin-
azobactam (73.9-78.6.4% of tested strains),amikacin
71.7-84.5% of tested strains),imipenem (69.9-79.1%
f tested strains),ceftazidime (from 68.0 to 82.5% of
ested strains),tobramycin (from 63.0 to 76.4% of tested
trains).On the other hand,signiﬁcantly less effective
ensitivity proﬁles were shown by gentamicin (57.5% to
1.3% of tested strains),ciproﬂoxacin (51.3-68.0% of tested
trains),aztreonam (59.5-61.2% of tested strains),ticarcillin-
lavulanate (54.2-66.9%),and mezlocillin (45.3-54.2% of
ested strains).When examining temporal trends of
ntibiotic sensitivity ﬁgures in the examinewd period
January-December 2008), signiﬁcantly favorable changes
ere observed only for ceftazidime and ciproﬂoxacin (p <
025).
Conclusion: A prospective surveillance study of antimi-
robial susceptibility rates of a major hospital-associated
rganism like Pseudomonas aeruginosa is of remarkable
mportance, to establish reliable guidelines of antibi-
tic treatment and prophylaxis, on local-regional basis.
iperacillin-tazobactam, amikacin,imipenem,and the same
eftazidime still maintain a reliable role in eventual,empiric
egimens to be added pendingmicrobial isolation and in vitro
usceptibility studies,since they remained active in nearly
0% of hospital isolates of the last year 2008.Colistin main-
ained full in vitro activity against all Pseudomonas strains
bserved over time. An appreciable increase of sensitivity
ates to ceftazidime and ciproﬂoxacin was also observed
ver the last year 2008.
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